1:2: What was the matter having to do with the families of the pestle 
smugglers and the fig pressers [M. 4:4H]? Now when the Greek kings 
set up border presidios on the roads, so that people should not go up to 
Jerusalem, just as Jeroboam the son of Nebat did, then, whoever was a 
suitable person and sin-fearing of that generation — what did he do? 
[V. lacks ‘Now whenEJerusalem’ and begins: ‘When Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat set up border presidios.’] He would take up his first fruits 
and make a kind of basket and cover them with dried figs, and take the 
basket with the first fruits and cover them with a kind of dried figs, and 
he would put them in a basket and take the basket and a pestle on his 
shoulder and go up. [Y. has: Whoever was suitable and sin-fearing of 
that generation would bring his first fruits and put them in a basket and 
cover them with dried figs, and take the pestle and put the basket on 
his shoulder and the pestle m his hand.] Now when he would come to 
that guard, [the guard] would say to him, “Where are you going?” He 
said to him, “To make these two rings of dried figs into cakes of 
pressed figs, in that press over there, with this pestle which is on my 
shoulder [Y.: in my hand].” Once he got by that guard, he would 
prepare a wreath from them and bring them up to Jerusalem [T. Ta. 
3:7]. What is the matter having to do with the family of Salmai the 
Netophathites [cf. 1 Chron. 2:54: “The sons of Salma: Bethlehem, the 
Netophathites...”]? Now when the Greek kings set up guards on the 
road so that the people should not go up to Jerusalem, just as Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat did. [Y. lacks reference to ‘Greek kings’ at B and 
reads: Whoever contributed wood and logs for the pile on the altar 
would bring wood and make steps of a sort and make a kind of 
ladderE], then whoever was a suitable and sin-fearing person of that 
generation would take two pieces of wood and make them into a kind 
of ladder and put it on his shoulder and go up. When he came to that 
guard, [the guard] said to him, “Where are you going?” “To fetch two 
pigeons from that dovecot over there, with this ladder which is on my 
shoulder.” Once he got by that guard, he would dismantle [the pieces 
of wood of the ladder] and bring them up to Jerusalem. Now because 
they were prepared to give up their lives for the Torah and for the 
commandments, therefore they found for themselves a good name and 
a good memorial forever. And concerning them Scripture says, “The 
memory of a righteous person is for a blessing” (Prov. 10:7). [Y. 
lacks:] But concerning Jeroboam son of Nebat and his allies, Scripture 
says, “But the name of the wicked will rot” (Prov. 10:7) [T. Ta. 3:8]. 


